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Asperula subsimplex.
Tasmanian Herbarium specimen.

Description

A small perennial herb of aquatic habit. Stems: This species has square stems that are
between 10-20 cm long, hairless and usually erect. Leaves: The leaves are stalkless
(sessile) and in whorls of 4, except below a branch where whorls of 6 can occur. The
leaves are narrow-linear shaped and approximately 2-5 mm long. The leaves of the
upper whorls are often shorter and broader than the rest and have rough, hairy upper
surfaces. The upper surfaces of the lower whorls are usually hairless. The leaf
margins are sometimes bent under. Flowers: The cream, very fragrant flowers are
either solitary or in clusters of two to three-flowers located in the axils (where the leaf
meets the stem) of the upper leaf whorls. Flowering is from October to February
(Flora of Victoria). Fruit: The fruit is dry and does not split open. It consists of two,
one-seeded parts (description from Curtis 1963, Kirkpatrick 1988, Willis 1972). See
Thompson (2009) for an updated description and key.

This species is readily identifiable by being near glabrous and its 4 leaf whorls, small
dull leaves, few flowered clusters and ovary of female flowers with a recessed nectary
after corolla-fall (Thompson2009).

Ecology and Management

There is currently no information available
regarding the ecology and management of this
species.

Conservation Status Assessment

There is not enough information available to
enable a meaningful reassessment of Asperula
subsimplex.
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Survey Time and Habitat Guide (black = best, dark grey = possible,
light grey with slash=poor time to survey, as guided by collection dates of specimens and records)
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Flowering of this weak trailing perennial herb is from October to February (Flora of
Victoria). Most herbarium specimens have been collected from late November to
March, the recommended timing for surveys, though the species has been observed
at other times of the year. The species can be distinguished from other species of
Aspernla using vegetative characteristics (glabrous, 4-whotled).

In Tasmania, Asperula subsimplex occurs in sites with impeded drainage, including
damp grasslands, floodplains and sometimes in grassy forest and woodland along
drainage depressions (even at the outfall of artificial dams).

Distribution ,
(Atlas of Living Australia 15/9/2016)
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Tasmanian Distribution
(Natural Values Atlas May 2015)

Asperula subsimplex

Legend

® <500m Accuracy
B >=500m Accuracy
A >50years

¢  Locally Extinct
2

Questionable

Cite as:
Threatened Species Section (2016). Notesheet for Asperula subsimplex (water

woodruff). Department of Primary Industries, Parks, Water and Environment,
Tasmania.

View
http://www.dpipwe.tas.gov.au/threatenedspecieslists

Contact details
Threatened Species Section, Department of Primary Industries, Parks, Water and

Environment, GPO Box 44, Hobart, Tasmania, Australia, 7001. Phone (03) 6165
4340.

Permit
It is an offence to collect, disturb, damage or destroy this species unless under permit.
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